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National Tartan Day Teacher’s Guide to the Scottish Influence on America


National Tartan Day:

Teacher’s Guide to the 

Scottish Influence on America
Help bring social studies, science, and literature alive for your students with this Guide to the Scottish Influence on America! 

Americans of Scottish descent have played a vibrant and influential role in the development of the United States. From the framers of the Declaration of Independence to the first man on the moon, Scottish-Americans have contributed mightily to the fields of the arts, science, politics, law, and more. 

Today, over eleven million Americans claim Scottish and Scotch-Irish roots -- making them the eighth largest ethnic group in the United States. These are the people and the accomplishments that are honored on National Tartan Day, April 6th.

Enclosed is information about:

· Books on Scotland and the Scottish-American Connection (page 2)

· Online Resources on Scotland and the Scottish-American Connection (page 3)

· The Legacy of Scottish Immigrants (page 4)

· Great Scots in Science, Politics, Business, and Literature (page 6) 

· Scottish-Influenced Words, Terms & Objects (page 9)

· Noted Scottish Authors (page 10)

School Educational Programs

The Washington DC TartanFest 2004 Committee is developing a series of educational and entertainment programs specifically for school assemblies! See the attached list of programs and contact information. (page 12)

TartanFest 2004 Student Competition

The Washington DC TartanFest 2004 Education Committee (page 13) is sponsoring a student competition for the best poster art, essays, and computer presentations on the Scottish Influence on America! See the enclosed TartanFest 2004 Student Competition Application. 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO MAKE PHOTOCOPIES

FOR MORE COPIES CALL (703) 836-5654 OR E-MAIL INFO@TARTANDAY.ORG

Books on Scotland and the Scottish-American Connection
The Mark of the Scots: Their Astonishing Contributions to History, Science, Democracy, Literature, and the Arts, by Duncan A. Bruce

While relatively small in number, the Scots and their descendents have certainly made their mark on the world. Here is the first-ever compendium of all things--and all people--of Scottish ancestry. His definition of the Scottish “race,” however, is somewhat controversial. 

Betrayal at Cross Creek, by Kathleen A. Ernst

This historical fiction (aimed at 10-12 year olds) by an award-winning author of young adult books, offers the perspective of a young girl about the Highland Settlement at Cross Creek, North Carolina, during the American Revolution. 

How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True Story of How Western Europe's Poorest Nation Created Our World & Everything in It, by Arthur Herman

Focusing on the 18th and 19th centuries, Herman has written an exploration of Scotland's impact on the modern world's intellectual and industrial development. The 18th-century Scottish Enlightenment paved the way for Scottish and, Herman argues, global modernity. However, the accuracy of his portrayal of Highland culture has been called into question by other academics.
Tam Blake and Company: The Story of the Scots in America, by Jim Hewitson.
In 1540 Tam Blake, mercenary and adventurer, became the first recorded Scot in the New World. Since then, Scots have played an important part in all areas of American history. A remarkable collection of stories and illustrations.

The New Penguin History of Scotland, edited by R.A. Houston and W.W. Knox
A comprehensive and up-to-date history of Scotland that covers a very broad view of people, events, and aspects of daily life in all periods.  Book includes color illustrations of historical artifacts, people and events.

A Dance Called America: The Scottish Highlands, the United States and Canada, by James Hunter

This analysis on the Scottish immigration to North America strikes a balance between Scottish events that determined why people emigrated, and the different experiences of these Gaelic pioneers. The author concentrates on the actual experiences of notable settlers and explorers. 

We're Indians Sure Enough: The Legacy of the Scottish Highlanders in the United States, by Michael Newton

This book contains the first collection of literature composed by Scottish Highland immigrants in the US in their own language. It provides first-hand accounts written by Scottish Gaels as they fled oppression, became engaged in the American War of Independence, and settled in the country that we now call the United States, and examines relations between the Highlanders and other ethnic groups.

Scots in the North American West, 1790-1917, by Ferenc Morton Szasz 

This book illuminates the many Scottish explorers, adventurers, artists, photographers, and writers who helped to forge the American West. 

Online Resources on Scotland and the Scottish-American Connection
BBC Scotland

www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education

BBC Scotland’s website offering educational materials to children about aspects of Scottish history, emigration and literature.

Electric Scotland

www.electricscotland.com/kids

Games, pictures and stories associated with Scotland for children.

Rampant Scotland

www.RampantScotland.com

Portal includes over 12,000 Scottish-related Links, regularly updated, plus over 2,500 web page features on Scotland and the Scots. Also provides a “Rampant Scotland Newsletter” via e-mail. For more information, see www.RampantScotland.com/letter.htm.

Tartan Umbrella

www.tartan-umbrella.com

The Scottish Internet for Scots Worldwide, with sections on news, travel, sports, Gaelic, business, heritage and genealogy.

The Scottish Banner

www.scottishbanner.com

Electronic version of the largest Scottish newspaper in the world outside of Scotland with news, editorials, photos, and calendar of events.

Tartan Day in America, hosted by the Scottish Executive
www.tartanday.gov.uk
The site is packed full of information about Scots and American history, including games like 'Guess the Scot' and useful information on areas like the family research center in Edinburgh. 

Scottish Gaelic Studies Resources
www.richmond.edu/~mnewton/resources.htm

University of Richmond site includes links to many resources including a timeline for Gaelic Scotland, Scottish Highland immigrants in the United States (1872 to 1912,) Highland soldiers in the American Wars, and additional teaching materials about Scottish Highland immigrants in North America.
 
Saorsa Media
www.saorsamedia.com/

Website provides information about the Scottish Highlanders in Scotland and America. including music, poetry, song, dance, the supernatural, first settlements, life in the city and ethnic relations.

The Legacy of Scottish Immigrants

Here are just a few of the many ways that the immigrant Scots left their mark on America:

Place Names 

Many locations in America were nostalgically named after Scottish places. There are eight Aberdeens, eight Edinburghs, seven Glasgows and eight locations, simply known as Scotland, in the United States today. Other place names in America were given Scottish surnames. The common Scottish surname suffix Mac or Mc can be seen at the start of many area names; in North Carolina alone there are 130 such places. 

Sports and Leisure

Scottish immigrants introduced the popular sports of golf and curling to America. Modern track and field events were influenced by massive Scottish athletic tournaments. Whisky is the national drink of Scotland and it has many adherents in America as well.  

Scots brought their folk traditions of music and dance, which became merged in the melting pot with the traditions of other immigrants.  In the late nineteenth century and throughout the twentieth century, new fashions - bagpipe band, Highland Games, and Highland dancing - were imported into America and have become popular events and art forms.

Religion

Most Scots who came to America were Presbyterian, Episcopal, or Catholic. Scots tended to adhere to the same faith when they immigrated, and founded many influential churches in America. 

The establishment of the Episcopal Church in America relied upon the Scottish Episcopal church for its apostolic succession, as the Anglican bishops would not consecrate a bishop who would not pledge allegiance to the King. The American version of the Book of Common Prayer was also influenced by these Scottish bishops, and in honor of their contributions, a St. Andrew’s Cross appears in the corner of the flag of the American Episcopal Church.

The Presbyterian Church in America also benefited from the many immigrant Scots who carried their faith into America.

Religious leaders such as James MacGregor and Alexander MacLeod were particularly vociferous proponents of the abolition of slavery, employing religious tenets to argue their points.

Education

The Reformation stressed the need for literacy so that every Christian could have direct contact with God’s word in the Bible. Because the Scottish Presbyterian Church took this so seriously, Lowland Scots became a highly literate people. These Scots played a crucial role in the early development of the New World. Both Thomas Jefferson and John Rutledge were tutored by Scottish immigrants. 

Scots arriving in the New World soon established universities, colleges and other educational establishments such as Princeton University, which was initially named the College of New Jersey, when founded in 1746. 

Medicine

During the mid-17th century Scottish centers of learning excelled in the fields of education and science. Many Scottish graduates came to America and many Americans traveled to Scotland to gain an education in medicine. In 1775 there were 3,500 people practicing medicine in the US, though only 350 or 400 actually held a medical degree. Most of these had been educated in Scotland.

The greatest Scottish contribution to American medicine was the belief that it was not simply the body but the mind that must be healed. Drawing upon their knowledge of philosophy and the humanities they expounded the need to be humane when treating patients. Scots were crucial in establishing separate medical teaching institutions; previously all medical education had been taught within the confines of medical establishments. 

Exploration

Many of the men involved in the fur trade during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were Scottish. They employed their skills in the outdoors in navigating difficult terrain unknown to Europeans, and their linguistic skills in learning the languages of Native American peoples. They often married into Native American nations, and documented the customs and folklore of tribes which would have otherwise disappeared with the domination of European society throughout America.

Scottish-American Societies

There are many societies in America, such as the St Andrew's Society - named after the patron saint of Scotland, that attempt to promote particular aspects of Scottish culture and heritage. Several of these Clubs and societies, celebrating Scottish ancestry, were originally established in the 18th century to assist struggling Scots in the new land. Today, throughout America and Canada there are over 300 St Andrew's Societies, Caledonian Clubs and other Scottish societies. 

Great Scots in Science, Politics, Business, and Literature

John Witherspoon left Scotland in 1768 and became president of the College of New Jersey (later known as Princeton University) for eight years. Witherspoon tutored American luminaries such as James Madison, imparting to them the beliefs of the Scottish Enlightenment, such as separation of church and state. Witherspoon later became involved in American politics and served in Congress from 1776-1782, he was also one of the signatories of the Declaration of Independence. 

John Kay and Samuel Bard established the first medical school in New York, King's College, both medical graduates of Edinburgh University. James Blair (1656-1743) was the first president and founder of the College of William and Mary; he emigrated from Scotland in 1685. 

On the bench of the first sitting of the Supreme Court in 1789 sat two Scottish Americans - John Blair and James Wilson. 

Andrew Carnegie, a poor Scots immigrant, found fame and fortune in the US where he became the Pittsburgh steel millionaire. 

James Craik, originally from Dumfriesshire, was President Washington's Army surgeon. His service record prompted Washington to promote him to physician and surgeon of the whole US army in 1781. 

Ayrshire-born Robert Gibson Eccles immigrated to the US where, in 1848, he discovered the properties of benzoic acid and benzoate as a food preservative. 

The creator of the garden of the Golden Gate, San Francisco, John McLaren was born in Bannockburn, Stirlingshire. 

Scottish naturalist, explorer, and writer, John Muir was an influential conservationist in America. John Muir worked to preserve wilderness areas and wildlife from commercial exploitation and destruction, in which his efforts helped to establish Yosemite National Park and Sequoia National Park.

Harvard Medical School was founded by three doctors - of the three, only Dr Benjamin Waterhouse, a graduate of the medical school at Edinburgh University, was a qualified doctor. 

Alexander Wilson, who emigrated from Scotland in 1794, was the first person to study North American birds. He was the author of the first seven volumes of the American Ornithology. 

Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone and promoted communication for the disadvantaged. 

Scotsmen involved in the fur trade and Native American affairs in the territory we now call the United States included such figures as Alexander Ross, Hugo Reid, Charles McKenzie, Finan MacDonald, William Dunbar, Andy Hall, Lachlan McGillivray, and John Stuart.

More Great Scots

John Logie Baird, scientist and inventor

Pioneer developer of television and other optical equipment. 

Devorguilla Balliol

The daughter of Alan, the last Celtic lord of Galloway; founded Balliol College. 

Sir James Matthew Barrie, writer

The novelist and playwright who created Peter Pan, The Boy Who Wouldn't Grow Up. 

Henry Bell, engineer

Successfully built and launched the first commercially successful steamship in Europe. 

James Boswell, writer

Great diarist and biographer of Samuel Johnson.

John Brown

The Highland ghillie who rose to become Queen Victoria's esquire and personal retainer.

Robert Brown, biologist

First to name the cell nucleus in plant cells. 

Robert Burns, poet

The national poet of Scotland and a great collector and writer of songs. 

Sir James Dewar, scientist and inventor

Produced the Dewar flask, an early Thermos bottle, and cordite, an explosive. 

David Hume, philosophers

One of the greatest of all philosophers. 

James Hutton, geologist

His theories led to the science of modern geology. 

John Paul Jones, military leader

A pirate who went on to found the American Navy. 

John Knox, religion

The key figure of the Scottish reformation. 

Lord Joseph Lister, medicine

Founder of antiseptic medicine, believing that bacteria should never enter an operation wound.

Robert Liston, medicine

Pioneering surgeon who demonstrated the use of ether as an anaesthetic 

Dr David Livingstone, explorer

Missionary and African explorer whose work helped eliminate slavery.

James Clerk Maxwell, science 

One of the most prominent and influential physicists of the 19th century.

Charles Macintosh, scientist and Inventor

Invented the waterproof coat which now bears his name. 

Charles Rennie Mackintosh, architect

Visionary Glasgow architect who became internationallyrenowned as a pioneer of the Modern Movement. 

John Napier, engineer

Mathematician regarded as inventor of logarithms. 

James Nasmyth, engineer

Engineer best known for his invention of the steam hammer. 

Sir Andrew Noble, scientist

A founder of the science of ballistics. 

Sir William Ramsay, scientist

A brilliant experimenter who discovered the noble gases, including neon and xenon. 

John Scott Russell, Engineer

Designed the world's first iron battleship.

John Duns Scotus, philosopher

A philosopher who separated religious thought from general logical argument. 

Henry Shrapnel, scientist

Devised a more efficient shell for the battlefield by making it fragment, coining the word shrapnel. 

Adam Smith, philosophers and economist

A pioneer of philosophy and political economics. 

John Stenhouse, scientist

Chemist whose research into air filters led to the development of the gas mask. 

Sir David Stirling, military leader

Founder and leader of the British Special Air Service (SAS) regiment during World War II. 

Robert William Thomson, inventor

Inventor of the india-rubber pneumatic tire. 

William Thomson, Lord Kelvin, scientist

A great mathematical physicist and scientific entrepreneur. 

James Watt, inventor

Invented the efficient steam engine which fuelled the Industrial Revolution. 

Sir Robert Alexander Watson-Watt, scientist and inventor

Developed radar and the cathode-ray direction finder.

Scottish-Influenced Words, Terms & Objects

Angus cattle A breed of Scottish cattle first brought to America by George Grant, who transported four Angus bulls to the middle of the Kansas prairie in 1873. These four Angus bulls, probably from the herd of George Brown of Westertown, Fochabers, Scotland, made a lasting impression on the U.S. cattle industry.

decibel ("deci-" meaning "ten" and "Bell," after Alexander Graham Bell): a unit for expressing the ratio of two amounts of electric or acoustic signal power equal to 10 times the common logarithm of this ratio; also, a unit for expressing the relative intensity of sounds on a scale from zero for the average least perceptible sound to about 130 for the average pain level. 

Douglas fir: a type of coniferous tree named after David Douglas (1798-1834), Scottish botanist.

dunce: one who is slow-witted or stupid; term coined after Scottish philosopher John Duns Scotus, whose once accepted writings were ridiculed in the 16th century.

Kelvin: relating to, conforming to, or having a thermometric scale on which the unit of measurement equals the Celsius degree and according to which absolute zero is 0 K, the equivalent of -273.15°C. Based in the work of Scottish scientist William Thomson, Lord Kelvin.

galore: meaning “plentiful,” this is based on the Gaelic gu leòr with the same meaning.

Listerine: mouthwash brand based on the work of James Lister, founder of antiseptic medicine.

macadam: pavement with a bituminous binder, invented by Scottish engineer John L. McAdam.

maxwell: the centimeter-gram-second electromagnetic unit of magnetic flux equal to the flux per square centimeter of normal cross section in a region where the magnetic induction is one gauss  10-8 weber; named after Scottish physicist James Clerk Maxwell (1831-79.)

macintosh: a raincoat made of a lightweight waterproof fabric originally of rubberized cotton, invented by Charles Macintosh, Scottish chemist & inventor.

morse code: a code consisting of variously spaced dots and dashes or long and short sounds used for transmitting messages by audible or visual signals; named after Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791-1872), American artist and inventor.

shrapnel: a projectile that consists of a case provided with a powder charge and a large number of usually lead balls and that is exploded in flight; also a bomb, mine, or shell fragments. Named after artillery officer and inventor Henry Shrapnel.

slew: meaning “a great number,” based on the Gaelic sluagh, meaning “a crowd.”

sideburns: side whiskers or continuations of the hairline in front of the ears; term coined after Scottish-American Ambrose Everett Burnside (1824-81), American general and three-term governor of Rhode Island.

watt: a unit of power equal to the work done at the rate of one joule per second or to the power produced by a current of one ampere across a potential difference of one volt; 1/746 horsepower. Named after scientist James Watt.

Wendy: a girl's name created by Scottish author and playwright J.M. Barrie. He had known a little girl, Margaret Henley, who called him 'my friendy', which she lisped as 'fwendy' or 'wendy.' Barrie immortalised her in 'Peter Pan' by calling his heroine Wendy. 

whisky: a liquor distilled from the fermented mash of grain (as rye, corn, or barley), derived from the Gaelic term uisge beatha, literally, water of life.

Noted Scottish Authors Suitable for Students

Sir J M Barrie, Novelist & Dramatist, 1860-1937 

James Matthew Barrie was born in Kirriemuir (Forfarshire), the "Thrums" of his fiction, on 9th May 1860, the seventh surviving child of a hand-loom weaver. Educated at Glasgow Academy, Forfar Academy and Dumfries Academy, he took his MA at Edinburgh University. He worked as a journalist for the Nottingham Journal before moving to London in 1885 to freelance. Barrie's dramatized adaptation of The Little Minister was enormously successful, persuading him to write increasingly for the stage. Notable among his early plays are Quality Street (1902), The Admirable Crichton (1902) and What Every Woman Knows (1908). Out of stories he spun for the Davies boys came the material for Peter Pan (1904), probably the most famous children's play ever written. His later plays include Dear Brutus (1917), Mary Rose (1920), and The Boy David (1936). A final work of fiction, the ghost-story Farewell Miss Julie Logan, appeared in The Times in 1931. Barrie died on 19th June, 1937. 

Robert Burns, Poet, 1759-1796 

Burns was born at Alloway near Ayr on 25th January 1759, the eldest of a family of seven born to William and Agnes Burnes. The Burnes family hailed from Kincardineshire, but William had moved south in the aftermath of the Jacobite rebellion, first to Edinburgh and then to Ayrshire. In the autumn of 1774 Burns wrote his first song "Handsome Nell." Deciding to emigrate to Jamaica, Burns cast about for some way of raising funds and decided to publish his poems. Poems, chiefly in the Scottish dialect appeared at Kilmarnock in July 1786. Encouraged by favourable acclaim, Burns abandoned his plans to emigrate. In November he published a second and much larger edition in April 1787. Burns's reputation as a poet rests largely on the Kilmarnock Edition of 1786 although his great comic masterpiece "Tam o' Shanter" was written in 1790. From 1787 onwards, Burns tended to concentrate on songs of Scotland, writing new verses in many cases. Today Burns is ranked among the leading world poets of all time. His poems include "A Man's a Man for A' That," "To a Mouse," "Auld Lang Syne," and "My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose."

Thomas Carlyle, Historian, Essayist & Critic, 1795-1881 

Thomas Carlyle was born in Ecclefechan on 5th December 1795, son of a hard-working and pious stonemason. Edinburgh University followed local schools; rapidly losing any ambition for the Church Carlyle tried school teaching, translation, scientific writing, tutoring, the law - slowly working his way to modest success as essayist, translator, biographer, and by the late 1820's to public notice as author of important essays "Signs of the Times," "Characteristics," and an astonishing early work, Sartor Resartus in which Carlyle anticipates many features of twentieth century writing, stripping off the rotting fabric of belief in his own age, and calling for a radical re-think and renewal. His effect on contemporary writers was extraordinary - Dickens, Thackeray, Eliot, Disraeli all could not have written as they did without his example. 

Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle, Short story writer, Novelist, Journalist & Doctor, 1859-1930 

Conan Doyle was born in Edinburgh, 22nd May 1859 and educated locally and by the Jesuits at Stonyhurst College. Doyle graduated from Edinburgh University in medicine in 1881. A crude, unpublished story from this time shows him experimenting with two lead characters, a daring master of arcane scientific perceptions and a down-to-earth narrator inviting audience identification, but it was not until 1886 that the ultimate development of the two types came to life in A Study in Scarlet, as the consulting detective Sherlock Holmes and his fellow-lodger Dr Watson. Their brilliant, ironic, infectious dialogue, to be continued over fifty six short stories and four novels in all. In the eight years between The Final Problem and The Hound of the Baskervilles, Doyle also wrote a series of historical short stories about the exploits of the Napoleonic soldier, Etienne Gerard. 

Alistair MacLean, Novelist, 1922-1987 

MacLean was born in Glasgow in 1922 and spent his early years in Daviot near Inverness. Educated at Hillhead High School, Glasgow, he worked in a shipping office before joining the Royal Navy at the outbreak of the Second World War. At the age of 32 he entered a short story competition in The Glasgow herald, which he won with a story entitled "The Dileas." Ian Chapman, an editor with Collins, was so impressed by the story he asked MacLean to attempt a novel. He received the manuscript of HMS Ulysses ten weeks later. The novel became one of the most successful British novels of all time, selling 250,000 hardback copies within six months. This success was followed by Guns of Navarone, and South by Java Head, both of which later became films. In the mid 1960s, MacLean turned his hand to screenplays such as Where Eagles Dare. Throughout his career he produced twenty seven books, mainly adventure stories. 

Ian Rankin, Novelist, 1960 -

Rankin was born in Cardenden, Fife, Scotland in 1960 and attended local comprehensive school, then went on to University of Edinburgh. He received an MA in English Literature (specializing in US Literature). He then started studying towards a PhD in the Modern Scottish Novel, but began writing witing his own novels instead. Rankin's short story, "The Flood," was developed into his first novel. Rankin was elected a Hawthornden Fellow in 1988 and won several awards including the Chandler-Fullbright Award in 1992, CWA Short Story Dagger in 1994 and in 1996. His widely-read novels include the detective John Rebus, including Resurrection Men (2002), Rebus: The St Leonard's Years (2001) The Falls (2001), Set in Darkness (2000), and Mortal Causes (1994.)

Sir Walter Scott, Novelist & Poet, 1771-1832 

Walter Scott was born on 15th August 1771 in the Old Town of Edinburgh. His earliest major success was in poetry: "The Lay of the Last Minstrel" (1805), "Marmion" (1808) and "The Lady of the Lake" (1810). His poetry (which was widely translated and imitated) set in people's minds an idea of Scotland still hard to dislodge. He wrote "Waverley" (1814), a tour de force which cata-pulted historical fiction into public consciousness and popularity, and made Scott world famous again, this time as the anonymous (though it was an open secret) "Author of Waverley". His successful novels and poems included Ivanhoe: A Romance (1791), The Antiquary (1816), Rob Roy (1818), The Heart of Midlothian (1818) and "Redgauntlet" (1824). 

Robert Louis Stevenson, Poet, Novelist & Essayist, 1850-1894 

Stevenson grew up in Edinburgh, and this profoundly shaped his writing. He began with essays and travel writing and was recognized as a writer of great promise. His first commercially published book, An Inland Voyage, (1878) described a canoe trip in Belgium and France. In 1877, Treasure Island was serialized and was published in volume form in 1883. He did not become popular until 1886, with the publication of Kidnapped and The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, the first gaining critical esteem, the second a best-seller which made his reputation on both sides of the Atlantic. Stevenson examined some of the extreme and contrary currents of Scotland's past in such novels as Kidnapped and The Master of Ballantrae (1888), often projecting a dualism of both personality and belief. As a poet Stevenson tends to be best remembered as the author of A Child's Garden of Verses (1885). Stevenson also wrote lyric, comic and narrative poems in both Scots and English, published in Underwoods (1887) and Ballads (1890). 

Nigel Tranter, Novelist, 1909 - 2000

Nigel Tranter wrote over 130 books between 1935 and 2000, including his famous Scottish historical novels, factual books about Scotland and the Scots, novels set in Scotland, and other countries, westerns, under a pseudonym, and a series of books for children. Nigel Tranter not only published more books than any other Scot but no one even comes close to having as many books currently in print, certainly the acid test of popularity. His many works include Land of the Scots, Black Douglas, Robert The Bruce Vol 1 - 5, The Wallace, Argyll and Bute, MacBeth the King, Portrait of the Lothians, Margaret the Queen, Lord of the Isles, Unicorn Rampant, James by the Grace of God, Scotland of Robert the Bruce, Crusader, and High Kings and Vikings.
In-School Programs

Thistle Dancers

The Thistle Dancers, a group of young, talented dancers formed in 1998, have frequently performed with the City of Alexandria Pipes & Drums and have danced at the Dumfries Scottish Fair, National Tartan Day in Washington DC, and at Alexandria's 250th Birthday Celebration. Founder and director of the dancers is Susan Walmsley who  started bagpipe and dance lessons with Lezlie Patterson Webster in MA. Susan went to college at St. Andrews Presbyterian College in Laurinburg, NC where she played in the college band under Bill Caudill. 

Cynthia Cathcart – Gaelic Harper

Ms. Cathcart is a world-recognized performer on the Clarsach, the authentic wire-strung harp of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. As an expert in Scottish music, Ms. Cathcart weaves both educational and entertainment values into a delightfully informative performance, with humor and story-telling.

Pipes & Drums of the Saint Andrews Society

Under the direction of Pipe Major Greg O’Brien, the Pipes & Drums of the Saint Andrews Society have entertained the Washington DC area for over 35 years. They are regularly featured at the annual Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan at the National Cathedral, the Virginia Scottish Games, the annual Alexandria Scottish Christmas Walk, National Tartan Day events, and public and private Scottish events throughout the area. Individual pipers, small groups, and the full band are available for programs.

Scottish Storytellers and Singers

The Washington DC area is blessed with a wide range of storytellers and singers for kids of all ages. Stories and songs range from the early years of Scotland to modern day America. 
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